The EASY ESL Series – Data and Results, April 2004.

Analysis of data provided by a High School Newcomer program and three Adult School programs shows that students are making greater gains when they use the EASY program. In the following schools it was possible to identify control groups and therefore be able to make valid comparisons to groups that did not use the EASY ESL Series.

Encina High School, Sacramento, Newcomer Program

Encina High School uses Hampton Brown’s High Point as its core curriculum for English language learners.  In the 2003/04 academic year, EASY was added to the instructional materials.  Year on year, this was the only change in the ESL curriculum.  

Analysis of the school’s test results shows that students in 2002/03 gained 19% on the High Point Placement Test. Using the same test, students in 2003/04 gained 26%.  This is an incremental gain of 36% over the previous year. The only program change was the addition of EASY.  As a result, in the summer 2004, for the first time ever, Encina High School did not have enough beginning ELD students for its intervention summer program.  The class has been cancelled. 

“It helps kids who come in late (in the year) get caught up much faster.  EASY has really jumped their scores and given them a jumpstart on getting into the English language and into High Point.  EASY makes High Point more accessible.  It’s an excellent program.  Lots of teacher support, good lesson plans, easy to use, and allows the kids to work at their own rate and really encourages them and pulls them along.  I highly recommend it.” and referring to the cancellation of the summer school “…always had lots of students who fail.  This year there just weren’t enough.”
Tom Carroll, ELD Coordinator, Encina High School, San Juan Unified School District, Sacramento, California

Summary Background Information

At the beginning of the 2002/03 school year, beginning English language learners were given the High Point Placement Test and the High Point text series was used as the based curriculum with no use of the EASY ESL Series.  The mean score was 51%.  In January, they were tested again.  The mid-year mean score was 70%.  From September to January, they showed a 19% gain.  In May, they were tested a third time.  The end-of-year mean score was 75%.  From September to May, they showed a 24% gain.

At the beginning of the 2003-2004 school year, beginning English language learners were given the High Point Placement Test and the same curriculum was used with the single exception of the addition of the EASY ESL Series.  The mean score was 54%.  In January, they were tested again.  The mid-year mean score was 80%.  With EASY, from September to January, they showed a 26% gain.  That’s a 36.8% incremental gain over the previous year’s gains.  These students have not yet been tested for end-of-year results.
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